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SUBJ: LIBERIAN PRESIDENT TOLBERT CONCLUDES VISIT TO IVORY COAST 
REE: ABIDJAN 2150 

SUMMARY: LIBERIAN PRESIDENT WILLIAM TOLBERT DEPARTED MARCH 22 
AFTER 10-DAY OFFICIAL VISIT TO IVORY COAST. TOLBERT RECEIVED WARM 
WELCOME AT EACH STOP OE SIX-CITY TOUR OF INTERIOR OF IVORY 
COAST. FINAL COMMUNIQUE EMPHASIZED INTER-AFRICAN MATTERS AND REITERA- 
TED SUPPORT OF TOLBERT AND HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY FOR POLICY OF 
DIALOGUE. END SUMMARY. 

1. LIBERIAN PRESIDENT WILLIAM TOLBERT, ACCOMPANIED BY WIFE AND 
ENTOURAGE OF LIBERIAN OFFICIALS, DEPARTED IVORY COAST MARCH 22 
AFTER TEN-DAY OFFICIAL VISIT. DEPARTURE WAS ONE DAY LATER THAN 
ORIGINALLY PLANNED TO ALLOW FOR ADDITIONAL PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS 
BETWEEN THE TWO LEADERS THE LAST EVENING OE TOLBERT'S STAY. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ABIDJA 02457 251024Z 



Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



2. AFTER TWO DAYS IN ABIDJAN, TOLBERT WAS TAKEN ON TOUR OF 
INTERIOR OF IVORY COAST WITH STOPS IN UONDOUKOU, KORHOGO, 

ODIENNE, MAN, BOUAKE AND YAMOUSSOUKRO. REGIONAL OFFICIALS 
AND LOCAL POPULATION TURNED OUT IN LARGE NUMBERS AT EACH STOP 
TO ACCORD TOLBERT AN ENTHUSIASTIC WELCOME.TOLBERT WAS 
ACCOMPLANIED ON TOUR BY PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY AND SENIOR 
GOIC OFFICIALS. EMPHASIS DURING REGIONAL TOUR WAS VIEWING 

OF LOCAL AGRICULTURAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS. 

LAST STOP OF TOUR WAS YAMOUSSOUKRO, HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY'S HOME 
TOWN AND SITE OF EXTENSIVE PRESIDENTIAL COFEEE AND COCOA 
PLANTATIONS. 

3. FINAL COMMUNIQUE EMPHASIZED INTER- AFRICAN MATTERS AND 
REAFFIRMED THE TWO LEADERS' POLICY OF COMMUNICATION AND DIALOGUE 
IN ATTEMPTING TO RESOLVE IN A PEACEEUL MANNER THE DIFFERENCES 
EXISTING BETWEEN NATIONS AND PEOPLES. AT SAME TIME, 

COMMUNIQUE NOTED LIBERIAN AND GOIC SUPPORT FOR OAU, FOR 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS, OPPOSITION TO APARTHEID AND RACISM, AND 
SUPPORT OF PORTUGAL'S DECOLONIZATION OF ITS TERRITORIES,. 

ON BILATERAL RELATIONS, THE COMMUNIQUE NOTED THE WARMTH AND 
DEPTH OF TRADITIONAL LINKS BETWEEN LIBERIA AND IVORY COAST 
AND CALLED FOR INTENSIFIED COOPERATION ON AGRIUCLTURAL AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PORJECTS. AN ACCORD WAS SIGNED TO THIS 
EEFECT. TWO PROJECTS SPECIFICALLY CITED FOR BILATERAL DEVELOPMENT 
WERE A HYDRO-ELECTRIC SCHEME IN THE CAVALLY RIVER BASIN 
AREA AND A MONROVIA-ABIDJAN ROAD PROJECT. COMMUNIQUE ENDED 
WITH OEFICIAL INVITATION EOR HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY TO PAY RETURN 
VISIT TO LIBERIA, AN INVITATION WHICH HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY 
ACCEPTED IN PRINCIPLE WITH DATES TO BE DETERMINED LATER. 

4. COMMENT: KEYNOTE GIVEN TO VISIT IN HEAVY COVERAGE BY 

IVORIAN MEDIA WAS DEVELOPMENT AND DIALOGUE, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
ON THE HOME FRONT AND DIALOGUE IN FOREIGN POLICY AS THE PRINCIPAL 
TOOL IN RESOLVING DIFFERENCES AND CONFLICT. IN LATTER 
CONNECTION, IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE LEAD EDITORIA N 
HEBDO, WEEKLY PARTY-CONTROLLED NEWPAPER, WHICH DEFENDED 
POLICY OF DIALOGUE AGAINST CRITICS WHO MAINTAIN FOR EXAMPLE 
THAT CONTACT WITH SOUTH AFRICA SHOULD ONLY BE THROUGH OAU. 

UN, NOTED EDITORIAL,HAS NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN MEDIATING 
OTHER CRISIS AREAS SUCH AS VIET-NAM, CYPRUS OR MIDDLE EAST. 
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WITH OPPORTUNITY IN THEI SELECTION YEAR TO DEMONSTRATE GOIC 
INTEREST IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF IVORY COAST INTERIOR. 

SMITH 
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